
JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

HSA MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 
 
Date of Meeting:  9/29/22 Location: Zoom 

Minutes Prepared By: Jennifer Nash Time Start/End: 7:02 pm  
 
 
1. Attendance at Meeting 
 
Elisa Davey 
Maria McDonald 
Ingrid Cobos  
Amy Miller 
Jennifer Nash  
Tim Ayers 
Jill Lorenz 
Harper Manni 
Nick 
Tim Ayers 
Bernadette Tortorella 
Aubrey Collins 

Kendra Emmich 
Katie Penderville 
Marlena Hidlay  
Lisa Linden 
Judy Salsano  
Melissa Terranova 
Jessica Crown  
Rachel Serino 
Helen McGowan  
Antonio Lopes  
Ana Hernandez 
Tim Manni 

Sarah O’Brien  
Liana Martirosyan  
Susan Bergmann  
Lori Weinberg 
Sari Leff 
Jessica Crown  
Alyssa Rogers  
Subhashree Banerjee 
Amanda Pilcer  
Sandra Kraemer 

 
 
2. Agenda 
 
 

● Call to Order 
● Principal's Report 
● President's Report 
● Treasurer's Report (attached) 
● Committee Reports 

○ Back to School Supplies 
○ Board of Education 
○ Class Parent Liaison 
○ Fifth Grade Promotion Planning 
○ Jaguar Directory 
○ Restaurant / Discount Card Fundraiser 
○ School Portrait Coordinator 
○ Spiritwear 

● Old Business 
● New Business 

 
 
 
 
3. Meeting Minutes 
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1. Call to Order 

- Introduction of HSA Exec Board: Elisa Davey, Maria McDonald, Ingrid Cobos, 
Amy Miller and Jen Nash  

- Review of HSA Meeting Ground Rules  
- Introductions by New/Returning Members: Tim Manni, Marlena Hidlay, Lisa 

Linden, Aubrey Collins, Jill Lorenz, Katie Pendervile, Judy Salasno, Melissa 
Terranova, Bernadette Tortorella, Sarah O’Brien, Helen McGowan, Jessica 
Crown, Rachel Serino 
 

2. Principal’s Report - Tim Ayers - Thanks to everyone for your participation tonight. Back 
to School Night last week was a great success, nice to be back in person. Thank you to 
the HSA for the teachers’ first day of school treats. The Week of Respect will be held the 
week of Oct 3rd; and the spirit day part of the week will be held the week of Oct 10th so 
it doesn't conflict with Picture Days. Students have settled in well to the new school year 
and are looking forward to a productive year with the HSA.  
 

3. President’s Report - Elisa Davey - Our HSA meetings will continue to be virtual this year, 
not because of Covid restrictions, but because of higher attendance rates when we use 
Zoom. We do it because its better, not because its easier. If anyone would prefer in 
person please reach out to the Board.  
The new playground is complete and made possible by the various HSA fundraisers, 
both large and small. These fundraisers add up and our goals are for current and future 
Jefferson families. AYERS: We purchased the playground at a 40% discount and the 
demo of the old playground was donated by a local company.  
Please use the communication tools we have in place: Facebook page, Instagram 
account, Jefferson HSA website, the weekly newsblast (will be translated into Spanish 
moving forward). Links to all of these were provided in the chat. AYERS: We started the 
weekly newsblast in an effort to streamline communication from the office and cut down 
on digital noise.  
Encourage your friends to join our meetings!  
 

4. Treasurer’s Report - Ingrid Cobos - We ended the year with $27,706 and started the 
year with $22,825. The difference is due to the reimbursement of 5th grade promotion 
expenses, book fair vouchers, teacher appreciation and retirement gifts. We raised over 
$7,000 in September through HSA dues and mum sales.  
 

5. Committee Reports:  
- Back to School Supplies - Jen Nash on behalf of chair Terri Pignataro. Terri 

Pignataro signed and sent back the Commitment Form for "1st Day Supplies" the 
first week in September. On Friday, Terri has a call to discuss logistics, time 
tables/due dates, and samples for possible purchasing of clothing apparel to be 
included with the boxes.  
 

- Board of Education Report - Antonio Lopes - At the September 14, 2022 
meeting, the Student Representative was sworn in (Claire Kiernan, JCHS 
Student Council President) and the Board heard questions/concerns on the new 
health/PE curriculum. Board will take concerns into consideration, parents will 
have an option to opt out without repercussions.  In person 
sessions/presentations will take place at each school.  Board will vote after the 
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review takes place. At the September 19, 2022 meeting, the Board offered a HIB 
presentation.  
 

- Class Parent Liaison - Maria McDonald - We used a Signup Genius link to 
request class parent volunteers, which was very successful. Over two weeks we 
had over 40 volunteers! The deadline was Friday 9/23 so the link is no longer 
accepting volunteers and the final list was sent to Mr. Ayers over the weekend. 
Once we hear back from the school with the selected class parents, I'll reach out 
with details for their role this year, as well as welcome materials to start sending 
out to families. We anticipate the first class parties/events will be for Halloween, 
so I will communicate out to the class parents as soon as possible. Bernadette 
Tortorella asked how class dues will be distributed this year. Maria McDonald 
indicated that the Board has discussed the issue and intends the collected dues 
to be evenly distributed among all classes. Elisa Davey shared that the 
information will be clearly communicated to class parents once they’re selected.   

 
- Fall Harvest Festival - Marlena Hidlay - The festival is on Friday, Oct 14th. A link 

to register was in the weekly newsblast and flyers will be distributed this week to 
students. The event will be held at Fairfield Farms. Activities include: corn maze, 
pumpkin picking, crafts, pizza, hayride and there’s a bonus spooky hayride this 
year. We’re requesting 5-6 helpers for the day of the event to set up, cleanup and 
help with check in and pizza distribution.  
 

- Fifth Grade Promotion Committee - Helen McGowan - Mums were delivered to 
school on 9/28 and families are picking them up. We made nearly $1,000. Thank 
you to Lori Weinberg and Ingrid Cobos for organizing. The Mom's Night Out at 
Dough will be on Thursday 11/3, and details to be ironed out in the next few 
weeks. Ice cream sales are going well and we’re making 50 cents per bar. 
(AYERS: Thank you for keeping the cost low and affordable to all our families.) 
Some other fundraisers are being explored, including Pie in the Face and 
Ringside Parents' Night Out - will have more information soon. 
 

- Jaguar Directory - Melissa Terranova - We extended the deadline from 9/16 to 
9/23 and as of today we have 166 responses from families who have provided 
contact information. We also have the class list from Ms. Smeraldo, so we have 
an accurate record of all students in each class. Both lists will be uploaded to 
Directory Spot. Once completed, I will let you know so that we can send a follow 
up email to all parents advising how to access the directory. Once we are 
advised on who the class parents are, we can add that info as well. 

 
- Restaurant/Discount Card Fundraiser - Katie Penderville - In addition to having 

Restaurant Night Fundraisers 3-4 times this year, we are exploring the creation 
of Discount Cards for purchase. The cards will run from Jan - Dec of each year 
and offer discounts at local restaurants and businesses. We’ve reached out to 3 
companies that offer these cards and will present their packages at a future 
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meeting - i.e. percentage of money raised, physical cards vs an app, upfront 
cost. (DAVEY - The restaurant fundraisers were not as successful last year as 
people were ordering take out meals less frequently but we’ll still arrange 
restaurant fundraiser nights on certain days, like the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, which tend to be high volume take out nights.)  
 

- School Portraits - Liana Martirosyan - The Class Picture Day is coming up on 
October 6th and 7th. Hopefully the weather cooperates and it’s outside. We have 
several parents who have volunteered to help on the day.  
 

- Spirit Wear Fundraiser - Jen Nash on behalf of chair Val Li. The Spirit Wear 
website went up on Monday. The sale will go through 10/9,  with a potential one 
week extension. We’re using a new company this year and the quality of the 
items is great. A link to the store was provided in the chat.  
 

- Bagel Days - Bernadette Tortorella - We will be offering bagel bags for students 
on half days of school starting in November. The cost for each bag will be 
communicated in the coming weeks. Mr Ayers reported that we have 271 
students.  

 
6. Old Business  

- We need volunteers to chair the following Committees: Talent Show and Winter 
Family Fun 
 

7. New Business  
- Teacher Gifts: Mrs McCue will be leaving for maternity leave in early December. 

Mrs Martino retired for medical reasons in June. The Teacher Appreciation 
Committee will coordinate gifts for them.  

 
- Request to include teachers on HSA communications regarding events, 

fundraisers and spirit wear sales. Mr Ayers will see that the teachers start 
receiving the weekly news blasts.  

 
- 2022 - 2023 Budget - The proposed budget for the 2022-23 School Year was 

previously circulated. Ingrid asked for questions and comments on the budget. 
No one had any. Elisa Davey called for a vote. The budget passed with all 
attendees in favor.  

 
 
5. Next Meeting 

Date:   October 13, 2022 Time:   7:00pm Location:   Zoom 

Signature   Jennifer Nash  
 


